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Affairs of FRANCE: 
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A DicrRessi1on tothe READER. 


reduc’d {rou 2 whole tobkalf a Sheet, the vaft Extent of the Subje® we have Entred 

upon, rather gives us Canfe to fear Life will hardly Extend to Finifh the Undertaking, 

and at flaw Rate of now and shen a Paper, this Age will hardly come to the End 
of the Hijtory. ; 

fea the Neceffities of Trade, not Improperly call’d the Iniquity of the Times, compel us 

tothis Alteration, the Dublifhers of rzis Paper boneftly Declaring, that while they make it’ a 

whele Sheet they get norking-by it ; and tko’ the Author is very Erec to give the World bis La- 


‘fe is not for want of Matter wherewith to Entertsin the World, that this Paper is thus 


~ bour tur God’s take,they don’s find it for theirConvenience to give their Paper and Print away. 


But this is noe all, the common Sellers of News, from the unufual Size, and general Suce 
cefs of this Paper, took Occafion to Impofe upon the World and Sell it for Two Pence ; which 
as it was raifing 2 Tax without a Legal Power was thought Scandalous by the Club, and accord- 
ingly is thus effeEually fuppre/s’d. 

‘And to convince tke World, thefe are the true Reafons, the will find, That we have by the 
belp of a fmaller Print, and 2 larger Page, taken Care to pur as much into this balf Sheet as 
was in the former, and fo the whole of she Matter is only the Injury done to the Eye-fight, 
in obliging the Gentlemen to read it ina Smaller Charatter 5 and if we Jind the_Subjed grow 
too faft upon us, ae frail belo it bh» b-iging the Paper out twice a Weck. 


N our laft we gave a fhort Detcription the Mediterranean, and their Wifdom and 
of the Threatning Powér of France at Readinefs of Clofing with all Opportuni- 
Sea, and how they prepar’d to be ftrong in ties of Aétion is yery remarkable in this: 
E Tis 


’Tis allow’d,, if the French are Weaker 
than the Confederates in any part, ‘tis at 
Sea, and yet even in this Article, by their 


Exquitite Conduét, they fo fapply the De-. 


feét of Power, that we rather loofe than 
gainbythem. _. ae 

Inthe 1591. the Naval Power of France 
threatned the United Fleets of the Con- 
federates with the Empire of the Ocean,and 
bid fair-to Rob us of the Dominion of the 
Four Seas, a ufelefs Trophy we have much 
talk’d of, and but little Improv’d ; At 
prefent we goback to this Circumftance 
only to draw ajuitInference, That had the 
Englifh and Dutch received two fuch Blows 
to their Naval Greatnefs, as the French 
did at Ja Hogue and at Vigo, we believe we 
do notleflen our Charatter, if we fay, we 
doubt they would not have been able in 
one Year after, to have brought fuch a 
Fleet out as fhould have been a Match fer 
the fame Enemy. 

And this isa further Demonftration of 
the French Power. > 

As to their Conduét, ’tis plain, They 
conclude from. our Portuguefe Expedition, 
that we fhall nct venture to part witha 
Fleet into the Streigbts great enough to 
dy our Work there, becaufe we will not 
fuifer our New Ally the King of Portugal 
to believe himfelf Deferted, or really Ex- 
pofe him to any Infults of the French. 

This the King of France takes as an Op- 
portunity put into his Hands, to be Matter 
of the Seas in the Levawt; and whether 
% be an Opportunity or no, and what Ad- 
vantages he willreap there by one Summers 
Government of the Mediterranean, let the 
Princes of Jtaly, let the Republick of Ze 
nise and Genouz, let the Duke of Savoy, 
ket the Imperialifts of Crousia, and the 
Gulph, tell the Word : ‘tis needlefs 
to trouble this Paper with what the Cala- 
mities of Jraly wilkfoon Explain. 

But if chei¢ remote Cafes will not make 
ns fenfible of it, and Men cannot appre- 
hend the Effects of Things till they feel 
them; let fuch difficult Gentlemen go to 
the Exchange, let them Search the Cham- 
her of Commerce, and liften to the Voice 
ef Trades let them ask what our Turkey 
Company can fay to it, and Difcourfe 
with the Jraliam Merchants; let them En- 
apine at the Cu/tom- /Zoufe,and fee how many 


Sn Sine Cabs es : 


tee 


Genous,Leghorne, Gallipoli, Zant, Cephalon 
Venice, and the Arches; let them Search the 


fiocks, and tell us how many Broad Cloths 


wil] be Entred there for Smirnz, Scanda- 


ron, Alexandria, and Conjtansinople 5 let 
them that think all will be well there, 
go to the Afiurance Office, aud Under- 
Write upon thofe Ships already in the 
Streigkts, and Warrant them Safe Home at 
4 per Cems, - t° > ie Vie 

We hope we cannot ‘be blam’d for lay- 
ing thele Mattersopen, and all the World 
will allow that this is no unjuft Con- 
fequence , that while Frauce rides Ad- 
miral in thofe Seas, our Trade muft re- 
ceive a Check, or our Merchants run un- 
accoantable Rifq’s. 

Tis not for us to tell ovr Superiours 
of the Abfolute Neceffity of fending an 
Equivalent Force into the Mediterranean, 
to Fight this rifing Mifchief, and give 
Check Mate to this Jnfulting Article of 
Power, it would reflect on the Wifdom 
of the Nation, not- to fuppole they are 
too fenfible of the Confequence to Omit 
it. 

We have never faid, nor is there any 


ground for it, that this is not in our. 


Power to do. Tt cannot be forgot, That 
when the Lord Orford, then Admiral Ru/- 
fel, was in the Mediterranean with an 
Englifh Fleet too big for all the French 
Power to look him in. the Faces. the 
Lord Berkeley. with another Squadron , 
Commanded the Ocean, Infulted the 
French Coaft, and. Bombarded their 
Towns, 

Our worft Enemies will not pretend 
that we are Weaker at Sea now, or the 
French Stronger than at that time; the 
hint is only given to let.the World know, 
*tis eafie for us to appear in the Streiphrs 
Equal, if not Superiour, to the French 
Power, and yet Defend the P.rtugueze, 
a our Trade, from aH manner of In 
aul 8. 

This is a Digrefion, which.the Na- 
ture of the thing has Extorted from us, 
and tho’ it may not be Ufelefs, yer as itis 
fomething wide of the prefent Deiign, 
we fhall caratully avoidthe like. 


Ger 


a eee 
World as go m bein 
. Care for its own immediate De 
ions, that there is not a Corner of the 
rlad in which we may nor fee the 
of Frasce Influencing the Publick 
_ Affairs, either by -their Forces, or their 


7 


»  B@oncy. 

_ And now we find them preparing to 

- give a French gt to Poland. We are 
told, the Prince of Comti is providing a 

Magnificent Equipage, and 18 Men of 

War are fitting out at Dunkirk in order to 

_ Convoy him to Danrzick. 

__*Tis certain, the Poles muft be Mad, if 
_they Accept any King which the Srede, 


fhall not approve, for that would be to 
make Jndentures Tripartite upon them- 
elves, and have three Armies at once to 
Devour them. 

But fo much of this Story as relates to 
eur Defign, is to remark the prodigious 
Influence che French Intereft has in the 


a 


to brin 


_. who at prefent rides upon their Backs, 


a = * “1 

i pas 
ey ihould, if fib « thoy 
fo far upon the Jwede, as 
g him to Confent to the Setting 
a French Man upon the Throne of Poland, 
a thing fo contrary to his Intereft as King 
of Swedeland, and contrary to his Religious 
Intereft as a Proteftant. 

One would think there were more 
Senfe in the Prepofal of Prince Ragotsky, 
who is a Proteftant, or bimfelf, or indeed 
of any bunt the French ; but fuch is, and 
fuch always has been, the Power of French 
Money, the Artifice of their Condu&, or 
the Terrour of their Arms, tat they can 
bring the greateft Kings in Europe to 
promote their Intereft, and Grandeur, at 


i, cha tl ; 
real, obtain 


_the Expence of their own ; and to Weaken, 


Expofe, and fometimes Sel) their Intereft 
and People ro raife the Power of their 
Encroachmg Neighbour. 

We forbear Entring into Examples of 
thefe Things, leaft our own fhare in the 
Weakneffes of Europe fhou’d come into 
the Scale, and Dumhirk fhould rife up in 
Judgment againft the Difcretion of this. 
Nation. 


Mercure Scandale : 


ApviceE from the 
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He Author of the Foft-Man has 
taken up a great deal of tnne 
before the Soriety, and the Pro- 


ceedings againft him have been very long. 


, Fir, He was Charg’d with filling up 
- bis Papers with long Harangues of his 
own, and making News for us, when the 
Pofts were not come in to fupply. 


ea 


O R, 


Scandalous CL uB* 


BEING, 


A Weekly Hiftory of Nonfenfe, Impertinence, 
Vice and Debauchery. 


This, he Anfwer’d, Was the general 
Prattice of all the Tribe, and theretore he 
Claim’d to have Neighbous’s fare, and 
take his Fate with his Brethren. 

Then he was Tax’d with Seandalum 
Magnatum, in making tong Speeches for 
Foreign Ambafladors, and wife pales 


ne 


for the S1i/s, who all Men know never 
pretended to the Gift of good Language. 

To this he Anfwer'd, He would pro- 
~ duce his Originals, but being a little puz- 
zl'd to find fume of them, he had time 
given him for that purpofe. 

He was then Charg’d with Petty Treafon 
againft the Englifh Language; tor that he, 
not having the Diétionary betore -his Eyes, 
did willfully Make, Forge, and Coin, in 
the Unlawful Mint of his own Brain, cer- 
tain new unheard of barbarous and uncouth 
Words, not heretofore known or ved in 
thefe Nations. 

Twas a hainous Crime, and he pleaded 
Not Guilty, and began to be quarrelfome ; 
faid he Wrote as good Englifh as any Man, 
and demanded the-Fa&t tobe proved. 

The Society had a great many Galli- 
cifms and odd Expreffions read to them, 
but they not amounting to a full Charge; 
two Words were fixt upon to make good 
the Matter. 

Dethronization of the King of Poland,} 
Polt-Man, Sept. 11. 1673. 

[Catholicity of she Duke of Savoy, } 
Poft-Man, March 11. 1704. 

Being demanded to tell the Society 
what Country Language thefe were, he 
very Angrily brought fome Authorities for 
the firft ; but moft of them being Fo- 
reigners of, like himfelf 
the Word was Voted Exotick and Unpolite, 
and they proceeded to the fecond. 

And here Monfieur had little to fay for 
himfelf, but that he was a Frenchman, and 
he thought it had been good Englifh, 
which trivial Excufe not availing him, he 
was Voted Guilty, and Recorded in the 
Regifter of Impertinence, Fol. 6. 

The Examination of his News-Papers 
was too long to Enter upon, and they ge- 
nerally conlifting of his own Abortive 
Conceptions rather than Matter of Faét, 
he was Ordered to put a more Magnificent 
Title to them,and call them, Moa/. Fon—’s 
fiftory of the Times, with Learned and 
Accurate Refleions on the Affzirs of Eu- 
rope. 

But to give him a Tafte of his News, 
the Poft-Man, Marchiq. was produced, 


eprint, ee en SED 


where he telis us, (The Imperial 
which joyn'd the D'uke of Savoy 

raifed great Contributions in the M 
and tke Mantuan. } oe: 

The former part being very pr 
was allow’d, but the latter being, ; 
éticable, he was admonifhed, becaufe he — 
pretended to know better, to take more 
Care in his next. : ee 

Having told us, (That the Archbifhop of 
Colotza, and fome of bis Canons, were in 
a fair way to make an Accommodation withthe 
Rebels of Hungary,] He was call’d in 
again, and Charg’d with Impofing upon 
the World fuch an improbable Story, and 
reflecting upon the Emperor’s Conduét 
as if he fhould Employ the Priefis in a 
Treaty with the Ax#gsrisms, who he 
knows hate them to that Degree, that 
they refolve not to faffer them in the 
Country. 

He infifted upon it, That his News wag 
True, and that he had good Authoritys 
for it; upon which he was ordered to tand 
Recorded in the Book of Contrediétiog 
till he prov’d it; and then to be ftrack 
out, upon Condition, That he Print a 
fair Summons for all thofe who Advis’d 
the Emperor to fucii a pices of Incongriie 
ty in Politicks, audio order them to appear 
before the Statue of Fufquin at Rome, who 
is the Patron of this Soviety, and there An- 7 
fwer for Abufing His Imperial Majefty. ; 


Dyertifzmems are taken in at reafone 
able Rates, by J. Matthews, iz Pile > 
kington-Gourt in Little- Britain. : 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Nion to the Church of Epgland, freee 
ly Offer’d, and earneftly Recom- 
mended to the Difnters from it, of all 
Perfwaftons; But particularly the Occa- 
fional Conformifts. By a Minifter of the 
Church of England. Printed for George 
Sawbridge in Little-Britain, and Sold by 
Fokn Nutt~near’ Stationers-Hall. 17040 
Price Bound 25, 
Rw Religion; Being fome Enquiry 
after the Piety of Princes. With 
Remarks on a Book, Entitled, 4 Form of 
Prayers usd by King William. London, 
Printed in the Year 1704. 
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